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EXHIBIT 6: Letters of Support

Congress of the United States

Housge of Repregentatives
WWashington, DL 205150507

Mr. Jim E. Ball, Executive Director

Solano Land Trust
P.O. Box 115
Fairfield, CA 94533

Dear Mr. Ball:

| am writing in strong support of Solano Land Trust's plans to purchase the Eastern Swett
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Ranch in Solano County. This acquisition will preserve a key piece of critical undeveloped land
in an area of Solano County under threat of urbanization.

The Eastern Swett Ranch is a 1408-acre part of the proposed Sky Valley—Cordelia Hills Open
Space. The project is a partnership of public and private groups, including the Cities of Benicia,
Fairfield, and Vallejo; Greater Vallejo Recreation District; Solano County; and Solano Land
Trust. Upon completion, 10,000 acres of land will be preserved for public recreation, wildlife

conservation, watershed preservation, and ranching. Preserving these lands will have the

added benefit of encouraging smart growth within existing city areas by securing an open space
buffer rather than having these lands lost to urban sprawl.

| also support this request because Solano Land Trust has already demonstrated responsible
project management for working to ensure matching funds. Solano Land Trust has already
secured $1,500,000 in private and government monies towards the purchase of the Eastern

Swett Ranch. Solano Land Trust is currently posed to take advantage of an exceptional

opportunity. You have found a willing seller in PG&E, but it is uncertain when a situation like this
one will arise again. | hope you are successful with your $575,000 grant request to the Coastal
Conservancy which will complete the acquisition.

| applaud your efforts to preserve this magnificent piece of property.

ly,

George Mille
Member of Congress
7" District, California
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April 12, 2004

Mr. Jim Ball
Executive Director
Solano Land Trust
PO Box 115
Fairfield, CA 94533

Dear Mr. Ball,

I am writing in support of the Trust’s plans to purchase the Eastern Swett Ranch in
Solano County.

Your organization’s acquisition will preserve a key piece of undeveloped land in the
County. Currently, the region is undergoing rapid growth. By securing the Eastern Swett
Ranch for open space use, your organization is providing an important solution to the
challenges of urbanization.

I understand that the over 1,400 acres of the Eastern Swett Ranch will play an important
role in the Solano Land Trust’s program to create the Sky Valley—Cordelia Hills Open
Space. A diverse group of public and private stakeholders have come together for the
Open Space Project, including the Cities of Benicia, Fairfield, and Vallejo; Greater
Vallejo Recreation District; Solano County; and Solano Land Trust. This project will also
play an important role in the greenbelt that your organization has helped plan for the
communities of Fairfield, Vacaville, and Benicia. Securing these lands will prevent
unplanned sprawl and encourages smart growth within existing city areas. Upon your
project’s completion, the entire Sky Valley—Cordelia Hills Open Space Project will
preserve 10,000 acres of land for public recreation, wildlife conservation, watershed
preservation, and ranching,.

I also support this project because the Solano Land Trust has already demonstrated
responsible project management by working to ensure matching funds for the land

purchase. The Trust has already secured $1,500,000 in private and government monies to
complete the purchase of the Eastern Swett Ranch.
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EXHIBIT 6: Letters of Support

The Trust is currently posed to take advantage of an exceptional opportunity. You have
has found a willing seller for these acquisitions in PG&E, but it is uncertain when a
situation like this one will ever arise again. This is a special chance to preserve what
limited open space is still available for our community today and future generations.

I support this project and hope that you will keep me updated on its progress.
Sincerely,
tushH
Ellen O. Tauscher
Member of Congress
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EXHIBIT 6: Letters of Support
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April 9, 2004

Mr. Paul Morabito, Chairman
California State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 11th Floor

Oakland, CA 94612

Dear Chairman Morabito,

California State Senate

SECOND SENATORIAL DISTRICT

SELECT COMMITTEES

CALIFORNIA'S WINE INDUSTRY
CHAIR

DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES
& MENTAL HEALTH. CHAIR

SENATOR BAY AREA TRANSPORTATION
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RURAL EDUCATION
JOINT COMMITTEES

JOINT COMMITTEE ON
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I strongly urge you to support Solano Land Trust’s grant request for the purchase of the
Eastern Swett Ranch. This acquisition will preserve a key piece of critical undeveloped
land in an area of Solano County under threat of urbanization.

The Eastern Swett Ranch is a 1408-acre part of the proposed Sky Valley—Cordelia Hills
Open Space. The project is a partnership of public and private groups, including the
Cities of Benicia, Fairfield, and Vallejo; Greater Vallejo Recreation District; Solano
County; and Solano Land Trust. Upon completion, 10,000 acres of land will be preserved
for public recreation, wildlife conservation, watershed preservation, and ranching.
Preserving these lands will have the added benefit of encouraging smart growth within
existing city areas by securing an open space buffer rather than having these lands lost to

urban sprawl.

Time is not on our side. We must act now to preserve our future and we currently have a
willing seller in PG&E for these acquisitions.

Thank you and the Conservancy Board

Sincerely,

ledlegg Pt —

WESLEY CHESBRO
Senator, Second District
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for your favorable consideration of this project.
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EXHIBIT 6: Letters of Support

Assembly
@alifornia Wegislature
Lois Wolk
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April 6, 2004

Mr. Faul Morabito, Chairnan
California State Coastal Conservancy
1130 Broadway, Suite 1100

Oakland, CA 94612

Dear Chairman Morabito,

I strongly urge you to support Solano Land Trust’s grant request for the purchase of the
Eastern Swett Ranch. This acquisition will preserve a key piece of critical undeveloped
land in an area of Solano County under threat of urbanization.

The Eastern Swett Ranch is a 1408-acre part of the proposed Sky Valley-Cordelia Hills
Open Space. The project is a partnership of public and private groups, including the
Cities of Benicia, Fairfield, and Vallejo; Greater Vallejo Recreation District; Solano
County; and Solano Land Trust. Upon completion, 10,000 acres of land will be preserved
for public recreation, wildlife conservation, watershed preservation, and ranching.
Preserving these lands will have the added benefit of encouraging smart growth within
existing city areas by securing an open space buffer rather than having these lands lost to
urban sprawl.

Time is not on our side. We must act now to preserve our future and we currently have a
willing seller in PG&E for these acquisitions.

Your support will make a difference. Thank you for your consideration.
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EXHIBIT 6: Letters of Support
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TRI-CITY AND COUNTY COOPERATIVE PLANNING GROUP
Cities of Benicia, Fairfield, and Vallejo & County of Solano
470 Chadbourne Road, #200 & Falrfield €A 94533
707.421.6765 (0) @ 707.421.4805 (f)

April 1, 2004

Mr. Paul Morabito, Chairman
California State Coastal Conservancy
1130 Broadway, Suite 1100

Oakland, CA 94612

Dear Chairman Morabito:

On behalf of the Tri-City and County Cooperative Planning Group, | urge your
support of the Solano Land Trust's grant request for the purchase of the Eastern
Swett Ranch. This acquisition will preserve a key piece of critical undeveloped
land in an area of Solano County under threat of urbanization.

The Eastern Swett Ranch is a 1408-acre part of the proposed Sky Valley—
Cordelia Hills Open Space. The project is a partnership of public and private
groups. The Tri-City and County Cooperative Planning Group (Group) is a joint
powers authority comprised of the Cities of Benicia, Fairfield and Vallejo and the
County of Solano. The purpose of the Group is to protect the 10,000 acre Sky
Valley-Cordelia Hills Open Space area for public recreation, wildlife conservation,
watershed preservation, and continued agricultural use. The Group has been
working with the Solano Land Trust and fully supports their efforts in completing
the purchase of the Eastern Swett Ranch. The Eastern Swett Ranch is a key
property in protecting the larger 10,000 acre Sky Valley-Cordelia Hills Open
Space area. Preserving these lands is consistent with city and County General
Plan polices for securing an open space buffer between our communities rather
than having these important open space lands lost to urbanization.

Page 6 of 11



EXHIBIT 6: Letters of Support

At this time we have a unique opportunity with PG&E as a willing seller to secure
and protect these important open space lands. The Tri-City and County
Cooperative Planning Group urges your support on this important project.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Harry L. Englebri ht‘x

Principal Planner

ce Councilwoman Joanne Schivley, Chair, Tri-City and County Cooperative

Planning Group

Councilman, Bill Whitney, Tri-City and County Cooperative Planning
Group Board Member

Mayor Karin MacMillan, Tri-City and County Cooperative Planning Group
Board Member

Supervisor Duane Kromm, Tri-City and County Cooperative Planning
Group Board Member

\\lem_solano01\emwp\PLANNING\HARRY\TRI-CITY\Coastal Conservance Support Letter.doc
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EXHIBIT 6: Letters of Support

Board Aides

Deborah Bayley & Catherine Cook
(707) 421-6418

fax (707) 421-7975
dkromm(@solanocounty.com
cmcook(@solanocounty.com
djbayley@solanocounty.com

Duane Kromm

Board of Supervisors, District 3
580 Texas Street

Fairfield, CA 94533

(707) 421-6136

March 30, 2004

Mr. Paul Morabito, Chairman
California State Coastal Conservancy
1430 Broadway, Suite 1100

Oakland, CA 94612

Dear Chairman Morabito,

I strongly urge you to support Solano Land Trust’s grant request for the pur-
chase of the Eastern Swett Ranch. This acquisition will preserve a key piece of
critical undeveloped land in an area of Solano County under threat of urbaniza-
tion.

The Eastern Swett Ranch is a 1,408-acre part of the proposed Sky Valley-Cordelia
Hills Open Space. The project is a partnership of public and private groups, in-
cluding the Cities of Benicia, Fairfield, and Vallejo; Greater Vallejo Recreation
District; Solano County; and Solano Land Trust. Upon completion, 10,000 acres
of land will be preserved for public recreation, wildlife conservation, watershed
preservation, and ranching. Preserving these lands will have the added benefit of
encouraging smart growth within existing city areas by securing an open space
buffer rather than having these lands lost to urban sprawl.

Time is not on our side. We must act now to preserve our future and we cur-
rently have a willing seller in PG&E for these acquisitions.

Your support will make a difference. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Duane Kromm
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| S| CITY OF FAIRFIELD rouceo o S ——

FAIRFIEL Mayor Karin MacMlillan

Home of
Travis Air Force Base
March 30, 2004
COUNCIL
Mavyor
Karin MacMillon
i Mr. Paul Morabito, Chairman
:‘g:‘;“f_‘;{i‘; California State Coastal Conservancy
707.429.6298 1130 Broadway, Suite 1100
Councimernibers Oakland, CA 94612
707.429.6298
jqf‘k o Dear Chairman Morabito,
lohn English
Marilyn Farey
vee | strongly urge you to support Solano Land Trust’s grant request for the purchase
City Manager of the Eastern Swett Ranch. This acquisition will preserve a key piece of critical
o undeveloped land in an area of Solano County under threat of urbanization.
City Attomey The Eastern Swett Ranch is a 1408-acre part of the proposed Sky Valley—
S Cordelia Hills Open Space. The project is a partnership of public and private
e groups, including the Cities of Benicia, Fairfield, and Vallejo; Greater Vallejo
J— Recreation District; Solano County; and Solano Land Trust. Upon completion,

Aretia K Cortright 10,000 acres of land will be preserved for public recreation, wildlife conservation,

107 A28 1584 watershed preservation, and ranching. Preserving these lands will have the
. added benefit of encouraging smart growth within existing city areas by securing
City Treasurer o
Oscar G. Reyes, Jr an open space buffer rather than having these lands lost to urban sprawl.
707.428.7496
Time is not on our side. We must act now to preserve our future and we currently
have a willing seller in PG&E for these acquisitions.
DEPARTMENTS
Community Services Your support will make a difference. Thank you for your consideration.
707.428.7465
Sincerely,
Finance

707.428.749 . 7 <
" aéﬁf/l(/‘ @? /a’,‘bfz»f/
707.428.7375 Karin MacMillan

Mayor

Human Resources
707.428.7394

ces KM/cma

Planning &
Development
707.428.7461

W g

eee
Police A "' !" 1 4 1 l' ’] 4
707.428.7551

.. WUAS AL CONSERVAIML
S OAKLAND, CALIF
707.428.7485

CITY OF FAIRFIELD ee« 1000 WEBSTER STREET *ee  FAIRFIELD, CALIFORNIA 94533-4883 e+« www.ci.fairfield.ca.us
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EXHIBIT 6: Letters of Support

GREATER VALLEJO RECREATION DISTRICT

Board of Directors
Suzanne Huddleston
A. Chester Humphreys
Liat Meitzenheimer
Michael Palmaffy
Dale Welsh

395 Amador Street, Vallejo, CA 94590-6320 « 707-648-4600 « FAX 707-648-4616
At The Heart Of Our Community For Sixty Years: 1944-2004

Mr. Paul Morabito, Chairman April 8, 2004
California State Coastal Conservancy

1330 Broadway, Suite 1100

Oakland, CA 94612

Dear Chairman Morabito,

| am writing to ask for your support of the grant request from the Solano Land Trust for
the purchase of the Eastern Swett Ranch. The acquisition of this parcel (1408-acres) is
critical to the success of a plan developed through a dedicated partnership of public and
private groups, including the Cities of Benicia, Fairfield, Vallejo; Solano County, the
Solano Land Trust, and our own agency, the Greater Vallejo Recreation District.

The Eastern Swett Ranch is centrally located to several other parcels that in their
entirety would preserve approximately 10,000 acres of land for public recreation, wildlife
conservation, education, watershed preservation, and ranching. Having these lands
preserved as part of this large-scale effort would greatly benefit not only the residents we
serve in our own District, but also those in the surrounding cities and throughout Solano
County. As more land is developed for housing and commerce throughout the Bay Area
and the Sacramento Valley, we believe that the significance of this open space will
become increasingly treasured as a regional resource with state-wide significance.

Solano Land Trust has negotiated with PG & E to draft a very favorable purchase
agreement that presents a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity; however, we have very little
time to assure this willing seller that this vision can and will become a reality.

We hope you will support this effort.

Thank youl!

Hew Hesterman
Park Planner

Mission Statement:
Enhancing the leisure and recreational opportunities within our community.
web site: www.gvrd.org
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EXHIBIT 6: Letters of Support

California Native Plant Society

March 31, 2004

Mr. Paul Morabito, Chairman
California State Coastal Conservancy
1130 Broadway, Suite 1100

Oakland, CA 94612

Dear Chairman Morabito,

| strongly urge you to support Solano Land Trust's grant request for the purchase of the Eastern
Swett Ranch. This acquisition will preserve a key piece of critical undeveloped land in an area of
Solano County under threat of urbanization.

The California Native Plant Society's interest in this stems mainly from our desire to protect
California native plants, especially specific rare and endangered plants present at the site as well
as their associated plant communities and the specialized habitats that support them. This area
could represent some of the last protectable habitat for these plants in Solano County, especially
in light of the current rate of development.

Botanical surveys conducted as recently as 1996 verified the presence of several species listed
among rare plants and plants of concern in the CNPS Rare Plant Inventory.

= Chlorogalum pomeridianum var. minus, Dwarf Soaproot,
Rare, threatened, or endangered in California and elsewhere.

»  Eriogonum luteolum var. canimum, Tiburon buckwheat
" Considered to be fairly endangered in CA.

= Erigeron bioletti, Sreamside daisy
Considered to be fairly endangered in CA.

= Perideridia gairdneri ssp. gairdneri, Gairdner’s yampah
Limited distribution and on the CNPS watchlist.

None of these plants have any State or Federal protection.

Another focus of CNPS is restoration, which is achieved through protection of existing native
plants, propagation and seed banking. There are many other endemic plants on this property
that are important for this because of the genetic diversity that they contribute.

Keeping the Eastern Swett Ranch as open space and protecting it from development is a vital
part of our organization's efforts to continue protecting California native plant species.

| sincerely hope that you will support the Solano Land Trust's grant request.

Sincerely,

PECEIVED™
. . i R e’ W B W NS
Alison Fleck, President

California Native Plant Society, Willis L. Jepson Chapter & &
g P P APR 02 2004

{ STAL CONS Y
JUASTAL CONSE Sy AUy
WKLAND, CALIF

) Dedicated to the preservation of California native flova
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